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Parish Council
VALE OF ALLEN PARISH COUNCIL - MINUTES

	


of the PARISH COUNCIL ANNUAL MEETING, held at Gussage St Michael village hall on Tuesday 3 May 2022 at 7:30pm
	Present:
Opening Chairman - Cllr S Tong, Closing Acting Chairman – Cllr T Collie
Cllr S Hanstead, Cllr K Mitchell, Cllr S Warnock, Cllr T Read, Cllr D Burford-May, Cllr M Porretta.
I Hanstead, Parish Clerk.


22.062 ELECTION of CHAIRMAN

There were no nominations prior to the meeting, and no member putting themselves forward.  As no resolution to this matter, it would be put on the next meeting’s agenda. Members were strong advised to reconsider their position as a chairman role is a statutory requirement. This must be resolved.
An acting chairman for this meeting was proposed and agreed as Cllr Collie.
Cllr Tong formally resigned form the Parish Council and left the meeting.  Members thanked him for his work with the council.
22.063 RECORDING, PHOTOGRAPHY, SOCIAL MEDIA

No applications.
22.064 ELECTION of VICE CHAIRMAN

 There were no nominations prior to the meeting.  This item will be deferred until the next meeting.
22.065 APOLOGIES 

Received from Cllr Van Etten and Dorset Cllr R Cook.
22.066 MEMBER RESIGNATION

Members noted the resignation of Cllr Campbell prior to the meeting.  The position has been advertised. 
With the resignation of Cllr Tong earlier in the meeting, it was raised that the joint Gussage All Saints and Crichel Wards Annual Meeting needed to be covered as there were no councillors in post.  Cllr Read offered to undertake this.  Cllr Burford-May kindly offered to take the minutes of the meeting.
22.067 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA

None.  

22.068 REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS TO PARTICIPATE IN A MEETING

There were no Requests for Dispensations to report.

22.069 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

No public present.
22.070 MINUTES

Members unanimously approved the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held 5 April 2022 (pages 13 - 16).

22. 071 DORSET COUNCILLORS REPORT

Cllr Cook provided a written report prior to the meeting and was circulated.  The Clerk read out a summary: 
· South Walks House - Dorset Council and Dorset County Hospital had agreed a 20-year lease for use of South Walks House building in Dorchester, owned by the council. Dorset County Hospital will use South Walks House for a combination of clinical and office purposes.

· Ukraine - volunteers to contact the Volunteer Centre Dorset.
· Full Council Meeting disrupted by protesters - at County Hall on !4th April was disrupted by two protesters to frustrate a debate on climate change.  The protesters glued themselves to the front desk in the chamber.  Security is being reviewed.
· Tour of Britain comes to Dorset – as previous minutes.
· Parents’ and carers choice of schools – September 2022 admissions announced. Those offered their first preference had increased to just under 96 per cent from just under 95 per cent last year.
· Pressure on services (Covid) - hospital emergency departments and other health and care services continue to be under significant pressure, with high Covid-19 cases continuing to have an impact on staffing levels. 
· Permit changes at Household Recycling Centres - from 2 May, there are new changes to vehicle permits at our Household Recycling Centres. 
· Helping residents to get active – Dorset Council’s health and activity brochure is packed full of beginner and low-level activities that all take place in Dorset's greenspaces and environment. 
22.072 HIGHWAYS

Dorset Council has not provided an update since the meeting with them.  Cllr Brown has chased for a response.       
22.073 FINANCE
a) Bank reconciliation – members noted the bank statement and cashbook reconciled as at 1 April.  Cllr Mitchel had reviewed the cashbook and bank statements for the last three months.  
A vote of thanks was given to Cllrs Mitchell and Hanstead, the Internal Auditor and the Parish Clerk for their hard work on the finances for the Parish Council.  

b) Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2021/22 – 
i) exemption status - members noted the income and expenditure for the year and agreed to apply for exemption status as both were under £25,000.  (Submission figures amended to tie up with iv below). 
ii) Internal Audit – members noted the comments made by the Internal Auditor and the recommendations had been put in place.

iii) Annual Governance Statement – members discussed each item and were happy with existing arrangements, then approved the document.

iv) Annual Accounts – members approved the annual accounts.  Year-end expanded details had been discussed at their April meeting.
c) Bank Signatories – members agreed to nominate Cllrs Burford-May and Warnock to become bank signatories.
d) Payments – members unanimously approved payment of:

	
	Details
	Description
	Net  (£)
	V.A.T
	Total
	Pay by:

	1
	Salaries
	May
	604.18
	0
	604.18
	BACS

	2
	GSMCHA
	Hall hire 2022
	20.00
	0
	20.00
	BACS

	3
	Expenses
	Member allowances
	525.00
	0
	525.00
	BACS

	4
	CT Mee
	R&BT seat
	13.00
	0
	13.00
	BACS

	5
	Hinton Martell Village Hall
	Hall hire 2022
	100.00
	0
	100.00
	BACS

	6
	Hillmeadow services
	Burial ground
	120.00
	0
	120.00
	BACS

	7
	Gussage Accounting Services
	Internal audit
	250.00
	0
	250.00
	BACS


            Over £100 payments since last meeting – members noted:

	Details
	Description
	Amount (£)

	Salaries
	Apr
	658.36

	Normtec
	Fingerpost (Crichel/GAS)
	1002.34

	Expenses
	Qtr 4
	138.45

	Witchampton village hall
	Hall hire 2022
	100.00


    Use of Company Debit Card – members noted:

	
	None
	


e) Payments received – members noted:
	Details
	Description
	Amount (£)

	CPRE
	Hinton Martell fingerpost grant
	100.00

	Dorset Council
	First half of Precept
	10,274.00


22.074 PLANNING APPLICATIONS

	Address
	Proposal
	Comment

	P/FUL/2022/01948 – Witchampton *
	Change of use from agricultural land to a burial ground - an extension to the adjacent parish council's existing burial ground
	VoAPC’s application – no response needed

	P/LBC/2022/02011 Old Timbers Gore Pit to Emley Lane – Hinton Martell *
	Removal and like for like replacement of damaged and deteriorating lime render on the front and gable end of the property.
	Support

Like for like maintenance

Necessary work in order to maintain the longevity of the building

	P/LBC/2022/02113 - Applegarth
Pound Hill to Lower Street - Lane
Witchampton *
	Removal of Kitchen extension side window.
	Support

Noted that a recent previously approved planning application dealt with the other demolitions and alterations to the rear extension, so this is just the removal of the window that’s being applied for here.

It will improve the amount of usable space.

	P/HOU/2022/01504 - 1 Orchard View
Manor Road
Gussage St Michael *
	Erect two storey side extension 
	Support

The style and size of the extension is in keeping with the property, which will make it into a more suitable house for a family. The size of the plot is substantial enough for the extension to not look over sized, and it will not crowd the neighbour's house due to being positioned at an angle across the plot. As the bathroom would overlook a neighbour, suggest frosted glass installed.

	P/FUL/2022/02432 Witchampton Garage
Lawrence Lane
Witchampton 
	Rear Extension of the Existing Workshop

	Support

Possible Party Wall Agreement required
AoNB. should be invited to comment

If sky lights inserted – ‘dark skies’ issue apply


· Decision via email, as per Standing Orders, as between council meetings

22.075 VoAPC LOGO 
Members agreed to adopt the logo (design at top of agenda/minutes).
22.076 FLY TIPPING   

Over the past month, odd dumping had taken place but swiftly removed by Dorset Council once notified.
22.077 ANNUAL WARD MEETINGS
The Clerk reminded members that copies of the 2022 minutes needed to be passed to him for adding to the council’s website by the end of May. 
22.078 MATTERS OF INFORMATION

Cllr Read –   Sunday 5 June – Big Lunch for Jubilee in Witchampton.
· 11 and 12 June – Witchampton open gardens.

· 17 July – cricket match involving Witchampton and Hinton Martell in Witchampton cricket field – a Wimborne village churches event.

Cllr Hanstead – 2 June – beacon lighting for Jubilee at Lower Farm, Gussage St Michael.

· 5 June – Big Lunch picnic in Gussage St Michael village hall

Cllr Warnock – 2 June – handicraft event in Hinton village hall.

· 3 June – ‘Celebration’ first Friday in village hall.

· 4 June – dog show and country fair

· 5 June – picnic in Alpaca field

Meeting closed 20:45pm
Signed  

Chairman 

Date 7 June 2022 
VALE of ALLEN PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of Parish Council Meeting held 3 May 2022 

