2

	VofA

Parish Council
VALE OF ALLEN PARISH COUNCIL - MINUTES

	


of the PARISH COUNCIL MEETING, held at Witchampton village hall on Tuesday 8 March 2022 at 7:30pm
	Present:
Chairman - Cllr S Tong 
Cllr J Campbell, Cllr S Hanstead, Cllr J Van Etten, Cllr S Warnock, Cllr T Collie, Cllr T Read, Cllr D Burford-May, Cllr M Porretta.
I Hanstead, Parish Clerk.


22.031 RECORDING, PHOTOGRAPHY, SOCIAL MEDIA

No applications.
22.032 APOLOGIES 

Received from Cllr K Mitchell. Dorset Cllrs R Cook, P Brown
22.033 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA

None.  

22.034 REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS TO PARTICIPATE IN A MEETING

There were no Requests for Dispensations to report.

22.035 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Two members of public attended.  They outlined their need to build a smaller home due to their age, utilising the large grounds they had.  The proposal was located in the Local Plan village boundary and would be sympathetic to the area incorporating many eco-friendly measures.  
The chairman thanked them for their presentation and closed the Public Participation item, re-opening the formal agenda.  He sought members approval to bring forward the Planning Applications agenda item.

22.036 PLANNING APPLICATIONS

	Address
	Proposal
	Comment

	P/FUL/2021/05634 Land at Summer Hill, Gussage All Saints
	Erect 1no. dwelling and form new vehicular access (sever land)
	Support

· Unobtrusive

· Low impact

· Sustainable

· Towards ‘Passiv Haus’ standards

	P/LBC/2022/00591 Malthouse Cottage
Dark Lane
Witchampton

	Move kitchen to another room, adding utilities and associated alterations.
Lighten beams in dining room.  Remove stud wall between main bathroom and ensuite.
	Support
Note there are external works – drainage and vents for AGA

	3/21/1103/LB Magdalene Cottage, Hinton Martell
	Swimming Pool to rear end of garden measuring 6m x 4m. Finished pool height will be level to existing ground with a depth of 1.3m
	Object
Application specific:

· No apparent visual impact – at present

· Are materials used for pool sympathetic to Grade Listing?

· Pool infringes Grade 2 listing and AoNB, Green Belt, Dorset Skies (with garden lighting)

· Planning application states ‘part retrospective’ ….but which part? – confusing!

· Conservation Officer needs to make a comment on the consultation

· Concern about the potential impact on the Listing

· Has Building Control been involved – trees by pool (excavation) and concrete use?

· Will further building take place – BBQ area? Shower? Changing room?

· This is potentially a criminal offence to adversely affect Listed land with no listed building consent sought or approved.

Effect/Observations:
· No neighbours were consulted or advised

· Large traffic issues and congestion in village during construction

· Planning application received in May BUT not subject to consultation almost 1 year later – Enforcement Officer (who knew about this, should have stopped the works)

	P/LBC/2022/00853 The Cottage
Witchampton
	Installation of temporary stairlift

	Support

	P/HOU/2022/01103 Ryalls Cottage
Gussage All Saints
St Michael
	Erect first floor side extension

	Support
· Reasonable extension to existing property and on existing footprint


 22.036 MINUTES

Members unanimously approved the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held 8 February 2022 (pages 4 - 7).

22. 037 DORSET COUNCILLORS REPORT
Cllr Cook provided a written report prior to the meeting and a summary was provided by the Clerk on his behalf.  Several of the items were a repeat from last month (see last minutes).  The new items:

· Land searches – improvement in processing, now down to 28 days (63 last October) but aiming to achieve the 10 days in the coming months.

· Planning Enforcement – successfully removed a building built on Green Belt.

·  Tour of Britain – cycle race will be coming through Dorset in September, starting in Scotland and ending up on the Isle of Wight.
· Highways Verges – new ecological approach to managing verges, reducing soil fertility through grass collections, introducing various species of flowering plant to restrict plant growth.
· Climate Change – new director appointed – Steven Ford.

· Moors Valley – won the Dorset Tourism Awards Large Visitor Attraction of the Year.

In the absence of any Dorset Councillor, the Clerk is to enquire from both members as to what is Dorset Council’s response to the Ukrainian crisis – refugees, housing, support, and what contracts they may have with Russia and what they intend to do.

A one-minute silence was observed in respect for the people of Ukraine.

22.038 HIGHWAYS
The lead Dorset Councillor has suggested a meeting with his Highways Manager, the chairman, vice chairman and the Clerk to go through the items in detail.  A date is being arranged.  Feedback will be given to a future meeting about all the concerns individual members have previously raised.

22.039 FINANCE
a) Bank Reconciliation – members noted the cash book and bank statement up to 1 February reconcile.  
b) Asset Register - Members approved the register.
c) Burial Fees Annual Review 2022 – with the additional burial ground land came additional maintenance and members considered the uplift on the Church of England’s fees and agreed a 20% addition.  This addition would be used to create a new ‘earmarked’ fund for burial ground larger maintenance items e.g., a new perimeter fence.  The Finance Working Group were asked to review this after a year of accumulated fund.
d) Payments – members unanimously approved payment of:

	
	Details
	Description
	Total

	1
	Salaries
	Mar
	547.84

	2
	Chandler IT Services
	Outlook issues
	40.00

	3
	Rev S Allen
	Fountain electric contribution
	8.97

	4
	CT Mee
	Bus shelters
	75.00

	5
	HMRC
	PAYE
	410.80


            Over £100 payments since last meeting – noted:

	Details
	Description
	Amount (£)

	Salaries
	Jan
	547.84

	Hillmeadow Services
	Burial ground gate
	700.00


22.040 PLANNING PROCEDURES – the chairman introduced the item and the vice chairman provided a typed sheet of her evening discussion of detail of a first draft of a process to regularise the way planning applications could be dealt with, with a lead member (nominated or changeable or rotated in each Ward) to coordinate a response from the council, allowing the Clerk to respond to Dorset Council.  The suggestion was discussed at length ideas to be incorporated.  A more detailed paper to be submitted to either the April or May committee.
22.041 BURIAL GROUND EXTENSION 

Members approved the requirement to have the new ground consecrated by the church, once planning permission had been granted.

22.042 COMMUNITY GOVERNANCE REVIEW

Members were disappointed with Dorset Council’s rejection of all their suggestions.  However, the Clerk was to seek Dorset Cllr Cook’s support for the changes around the hamlet of Bradford in the Pamphill area.
22.043 FLY TIPPING
Over the past month, odd dumping had taken place but swiftly removed by Dorset Council once notified.
22.044 ANNUAL WARD MEETINGS
The Clerk reminded members the need for them to arrange their statutory annual Ward meetings.  Halls should be booked by now, and agendas starting to be advertised in advance. Dates set:

· Hinton Martell - 11 May

· Gussage St Michael – 5 May

· Witchampton – 12 May

· Crichel and Gussage All Saints to be jointly held by Cllrs Tong and Campbell.  A date to be advised.   
22.045 MATTERS OF INFORMATION

Cllr Hanstead – a coffee morning planned for Saturday 19 May to raise funds for Ukraine.
Cllr Read – a jubilee lunch arranged 5 June with road closures requested in Witchampton.
· Fingerposts – discussion with Marion Cook (previous councillor) as to funding and progress.  Some funds will transferred to the parish council from a village fund.

Cllr Warnock - £100 recently raised for Ukraine.

· Jubilee picnic lunch arranged for the village Sunday 5 June.

Meeting closed 22.02pm
Signed  S Tong

Date 5 April 2022 
Chairman
Note – minutes include amendments members asked for at April meeting
VALE of ALLEN PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of Parish Council Meeting held 8 March 2022 

