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            VALE OF ALLEN PARISH COUNCIL

	MINUTES


of the PARISH COUNCIL MEETING, held at Gussage All Saints village hall on Tuesday 23 November 2021 at 7:30pm
	Present:
Chairman - Cllr S Tong 
Cllr S Hanstead, Cllr K Mitchell, Cllr S Warnock, Cllr D Burford-May, Cllr T Read, Cllr J Campbell, Cllr M Porretta and Dorset Cllr P Brown
I Hanstead, Parish Clerk.


21.076 RECORDING, PHOTOGRAPHY, SOCIAL MEDIA

No applications.
21.077 APOLOGIES 

Received from Cllrs T Collie, K Mitchell, J Van Etten and Dorset Cllr R Cook.
21.078 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA

None.  

21.079 REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS TO PARTICIPATE IN A MEETING

There were no Requests for Dispensations to report.

21.080 NEW PARISH COUNCILLOR

Michael Porretta read and signed the Acceptance of Position as a Councillor for one of the Witchampton Ward vacancies.  He also signed the Application to Participate in Meetings.  The Clerk, after the meeting, would set up the Declaration of Interests on the Dorset Council website as the paper form being no longer required.
21.081 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Charles Russ attended and gave a short presentation on his planning application (3/21/1852 referred to below).  Details were given about the use of the land and in particular the need to construct a barn to hold animal feed and equipment.  It was not going to be used for livestock.  Members asked questions which were suitably answered.  The chairman closed the Public Participation section.
21.082 PLANNING CONSULTATION (Part 1)
One planning application consultation was brought forward for members to consider linked to the member of public’s presentation.

	3/21/1852 - Land at Idlewild
Gaunts Common
	New agricultural building. 

	Support

Permitted development for agricultural use.


21.083 MINUTES

Members unanimously approved the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held 20 October 2021 (pages 23 – 27).

21.084 RESIGNATIONS

Members noted that Cllr C Bailey (Hinton Ward) and Cllr S Bushell (Gussage All Saints Ward) had resigned.
21 085 DORSET COUNCILLOR REPORT
Cllr Cook provided a couple of email updates prior to the meeting which were summarised and read out:

· Budgets – preparations underway for 2022/23.

· Waste Collection – with shortage of HGV drivers and the pandemic impact, some collections are suffering – garden waste and litterbins.  Overtime has been given but not sustainable.
· Children’s service – recent OFSTED inspection has been rated overall as ‘Good’.

· Community and Culture Project Fund – applications invited from ‘not for profit’ organisations and cultural groups. 

· B3087 works - The fence, road surfacing, white lining has just been completed and temporary screening put in place. The temporary traffic lights have been removed. The vegetation planting will take place in a couple of weeks.  Once completed, all remaining signs and cones will be removed.
Cllr Brown added:
· Adult social care - will be increasing by 6.6% each year for next few years
· Gritting roads – started and rotas set up.  Gritters will go out when temperature expected at <1o C 
· SEN purchased the old St Mary’s school in Shaftesbury.  It will now be the ‘centre of excellence’ for Dorset Council and renamed Coombe House.
· Library use – consultation is currently open for views on the future of library services.
· Private Landlords – a campaign has started to persuade circa 700 landlords to increase their energy efficient ratings above E in their homes.
· Highways – response to part of the issues received (see minute 21.092 below). 
21.086 FINANCE
a) Bank Reconciliation – members noted the cash book and bank statement up to 10 October reconcile.  
b)  Company Mobile Phone - members noted the reason for the Clerk to have a company phone rather than using his private phone line.
c) Finance Working Group – members approved:

i) Draft budget for 2022/23 and authorised its publication for open consultation

ii) Financial Risk Assessment for 2022/23 but to include:

* Change heading ‘Risk Level’ to ‘Probability’.
* Add into Income – burials and/or memorial income reduced – probability M, Impact M.
* Add in Payment of Invoices – Clerk issued with a company debit card.
And members noted:

i) Earmarked funds position

ii) Asset Register – current position, but to be reviewed again in March.
d) Payments – members unanimously approved payment of:

	
	Details
	Description
	Total

	1
	Salaries
	Nov
	547.84

	2
	CT Mee
	Witchampton bus shelter
	18.00

	3
	CT Mee
	R&BT seat
	26.00

	4
	GSMCHA 
	Hall hire (3 x Oct 2021)
	30.00

	5
	Hillmeadow Services
	Burial ground (4 Nov)
	60.00

	6
	Normtec
	Fingerpost GSM
	902.98


Over £100 payments since last meeting were noted:

	Details
	Description
	Amount (£)

	Salaries
	Oct
	547.84

	Expenses
	Qtr 2
	321.75

	Hillmeadow Services
	Burial ground
	120.00

	Moore Barlow solicitors
	Solicitors 
	1693.00

	PKF Littlejohn
	External audit
	240.00


Company debit card use – was noted

	12 Oct
	EE phone payment & deposit
	£140.00

	12 Oct
	EE phone refund
	£140.00cr

	12 Oct
	Cash withdrawal (to activate new card)*
	£10.00

	29 Oct
	EE phone payment & deposit
	£160.00

	14 Nov
	Adobe – annual subscription
	£21.14

	Nov
	EE monthly direct debit includes VAT
	£19.20


· Note - this will be deducted from Qtr 3 expenses

21.087 PLANNING CONSULTATION (Part 2) 
Members noted the comments they had already made observations on prior to the meeting (indicated with *) as Dorset Council’s deadlines do not tie in with Parish Council meetings:
	Address
	Proposal
	Comment

	3/21/1416 – Marick, Hinton Martell*
	Alterations and extensions to the existing dwelling
	Outside Ward, but Supported

No issues except Velux windows ought to be dormer style or blackout blinds fitted.  

	3/21/1529 – Northfield House, Moor Crichel*
	Erect Single Storey Extension, internal alterations, new front steps & door (demolish existing conservatory & utility)

	Supported

The existing conservatory has been refigured, therefore no fundamental change to what is already there.  A utility room extension on the north-east has been removed to allow for an enlarged window in the kitchen.  So, there is a reduction of volume.  The other external changes are minor.

The lanterns in the new extension should reduce the amount of light pollution compared to the current conservatory.

	3/21/1361 – New Farm House, Gussage St Michael

Reissued by DC
	Erect a detached garden building to incorporate a shower room, steam room and toilet.
	As nothing appears to have changed

Object

On principle of this application on the non-determination by Dorset Council on a previous application.  Potential moving of a boundary wall may impact on the siting or size of this proposal.  Therefore, cannot support the application.

Note and support submissions by Cranbourne Chase AONB.
This property is Gussage St Michael not Gussage All Saints.

	3/21/1362 – New Farm House, Gussage St Michael
Reissued by DC
	Erect a detached pavilion with jetty and erect a new 1.8 metre high boundary fence adjacent to the roadside.
	As nothing appears to have changed

Object

On principle of this application on the non-determination by Dorset Council on a previous application.  There were inconsistencies between the Planning Application and the Planning Statement/Plans as regards a wall or a timber fence, and unclear as to the retention of trees and hedgerow.  Therefore, cannot support the application.

Note and support submissions by Cranbourne Chase AONB.

This property is Gussage St Michael not Gussage All Saints.

	2021/04194 - Dacombs Cottage
Gaunts Common

	Erect single storey extension to north of existing cottage and detached double garage with first floor studio.
	Deferred
To be dealt with by email exchange as per Standing Orders due to clarifying property location.


b) Planning Committee

This item to be deferred and reconsidered once vacancies on the council had been filled.
21.088 ‘.gov.uk’ 

Members wanted more information about actual process of converting the website and emails.

21.089 VoAPC LOGO

Members commented that the ‘V’ was not in a shaded font, and DAPTC were to be approached about copyright infringement.  To be reviewed next meeting.
21.090 COMPLAINT and FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUEST

Members noted that a complaint and subsequent Freedom of Information request had been received and were responded to within the Policy and law.

21.091 FLY TIPPING
No fly tipping noted.  However, a member raised the problem of flyposting for events and the signs not removed after the event.  After discussion, it was agreed:
· Members to report flyposting to Dorset Council on-line – facility to use ‘pin-point’ on a map – as they had a legal responsibility.
· Clerk to draft out a letter if an email/contact address is known.

21.092 HIGHWAYS

A reply had been received from Dorset Council covering part of the request on highways issues within the council area.  Members discussed and asked the Clerk and Cllr Brown to follow up on the items expressing their concerns.

21.093 2022 COMMITTEE MEETING DATES

Members noted the meeting dates for the next calendar year.
21.094 MATTERS OF INFORMATION

Cllr Hanstead – The last fingerpost had been refurnished.  It did not have a roundel at the top which is something to be arranged.  There were sufficient funds in Earmarked funds for this.
Cllr Warnock – the garage area at the rear of Ashbury Cottages had been refused at the planning appeal.
Meeting closed 22.30pm
Signed  


Date 14 December 2021 
Chairman
VALE of ALLEN PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of Parish Council Annual Meeting held 23 November 2021 

