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	MINUTES


of the PARISH COUNCIL MEETING, held at Gussage St Michael village hall on Wenesday 20 October 2021 at 7:30pm
	Present:
Chairman - Cllr S Tong 
Cllr S Hanstead, Cllr K Mitchell, Cllr S Warnock, Cllr J Van Etten, Cllr D Burford-May, Cllr T Read, Dorset Cllr P Brown
I Hanstead, Parish Clerk.


21.062 RECORDING, PHOTOGRAPHY, SOCIAL MEDIA

No applications.
21.063 APOLOGIES 

Received from Cllrs J Campbell, T Collie, S Bushell.  Absent Cllr C Bailey, Dorset Cllr R Cook.
21.064 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA

None.  

21.065 REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS TO PARTICIPATE IN A MEETING

There were no Requests for Dispensations to report.

21.066 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

No public present.
21.067 MINUTES

A couple of words had to be added to one sentence and a couple of points added to another section, then Members unanimously approved the minutes of Tuesday 21 September 2021 Parish Council Meeting (pages 18 - 22).
21.068 DORSET COUNCILLOR REPORT
Cllr Brown provided a summary of issues from Dorset Council:
· It was the last opportunity to register households with the Register of Electors
· Secondary schools’ registration deadline was 31 October
· All the old planning systems from former District Councils have now been amalgamated onto the Dorset Council system
Questions were raised by members about:

· Planning application consultation being stopped with neighbours.  This was causing problems as immediate neighbours to an application were unaware.  In cases, members were advising them, but this could cause problems if a neighbour was missed out.  Cllr Brown was comfortable with the rationale in the new Consultation Policy and it did free up valuable time for staff to try and meet the deadlines of 28 day decision, but acknowledged the problem.
· Planning application signs were not being displayed or incorrectly displayed.  Again, it was local councillors raising issues with Dorset Council as they were not being policed.
21.069 VERGES - HIGHWAYS ISSUES
A list had been compiled of all the highways’ issues in the parish council.  This list was to be forwarded to Cllr Brown to raise with the Highways Manager.  It would then, subject to the response, be a meeting of a group of members or a future committee (which may be an ad-hoc special meeting) to talk though the matters with Dorset Council. 
21.070 FINANCE
a) Bank Reconciliation – members noted the cash book and bank statement up to 7 September reconcile.  
b)  Quarter 2 Financial Position – members noted the finances as at 30 September.  Just under 50% of the budget had been spent.
c) External Audit 2020/21 – members noted that the auditor’s final report had been posted on the website.
d) Payments – members approved payment of:

	
	Details
	Description
	Total

	1
	Salaries
	Oct
	547.84

	2
	Expenses 
	Qtr 2
	321.75

	3
	Hillmeadow Services
	Burial ground (31/8, 16/9)
	120.00

	4
	GSMCHA 
	Hall hire (July 2021)
	10.00

	5 
	Moore Barlow
	Solicitors*
	1693.00

	6
	PKF Littlejohn
	External audit
	240.00

	7
	Communicorp
	Local Councils Update
	75.00

	18
	Hillmeadow Services
	Burial ground (30/9, 14/10)
	120.00


Proposed and unanimously approved.
Over £100 payments since last meeting were noted:

	Details
	Description
	Amount (£)

	Salaries
	Sept
	547.84

	HMRC
	PAYE
	445.00


Income received – was noted
	Burial G10
	£337.00

	Precept second half
	£9,785.50


21.071 PLANNING CONSULTATION 
Members noted the comments they had already made observations on prior to the meeting (indicated with *) as Dorset Council’s deadlines do not tie in with Parish Council meetings:
	Address
	Proposal
	Comment

	3/21/1750 – Gussage All Saints church*
	Fell ash tree
	Object

There are some small branches growing from the base of the trunk that are nudging against the wall. Trimming these may alleviate any further damage.  If these were removed there appears to be clear space between the tree and the wall. The wall could be repaired without removing the tree.  

The tree is leaning slightly into the church yard, but the applicant nor the agent has cited any imminent danger of this.

The problem is not so much the tree, but the ivy all over the wall.  The tree is outside the churchyard

wall. If the ivy and undergrowth were cleared from both sides of the wall and a brick pier was built on the churchyard side, the wall would be supported from that side.  The wall doesn't look that it is likely to fall down any time soon, but it's really hard to tell with all the growth on and around it.  The tree looks

perfectly healthy.

Trees around need thinning out to give this one more light.

	3/21/1658 – 2 Church Cottages, Gussage St Michael
	Two storey side extension and single storey rear extension (demolish existing building to side)
	Support

Reasonable extension proposed

Planning application error - Not Lychgate Cottage but 2 Church Cottages

Proposed S Hanstead, seconded K Mitchell, unanimously agreed.

	3/21/1361 – New Farmhouse, Gussage St Michael
	Erect a detached garden building to incorporate a shower room, steam room and toilet
	Object

On principle of this application on the non-determination by Dorset Council on a previous application.  Potential moving of a boundary wall may impact on the siting or size of this proposal.  Therefore, cannot support the application.

This property is Gussage St Michael not Gussage All Saints.

Proposed J Van Etten, seconded S Warnock, unanimously agreed.

	3/21/1362 – New Farmhouse, Gussage St Michael
	Erect a detached pavilion with jetty and erect a new 1.8-metre-high boundary wall adjacent to the roadside
	Object

On principle of this application on the non-determination by Dorset Council on a previous application.  There were inconsistencies between the Planning Application and the Planning Statement/Plans as regards a wall or a timber fence, and unclear as to the retention of trees and hedgerow.  Therefore, cannot support the application.

This property is Gussage St Michael not Gussage All Saints.

Proposed J Van Etten, seconded S Warnock, unanimously agreed.



	3/21/1272 - Estate Workshop, Nicky House Yard,
Manswood

	Extend existing workshop and erect a portal frame, extend existing ridge to connect to new, install 1no roller shutter and 1no personnel door
	Support
No visual impact from the road

Extending commercial use

A condition ought to be placed on any approval that light industrial/commercial/agricultural use is maintained.

Proposed T Read, seconded D Burford-May, unanimously agreed.


21.072 FLY TIPPING
No issues in the last month raised by members.
21.073 MEMBER RECRUITMENT FEEDBACK
The Member Recruitment Committee had interviewed a prospective candidate to fill one of the vacancies in the Witchampton Ward.  The committee recommended the approval to appoint.  The proposal was made by S Warnock, seconded by D Burford-May and was unanimously agreed.  The candidate would be offered the role and subject to acceptance, attend the next full council meeting in November to formerly accept the position.
21.074 MATTERS OF INFORMATION

Cllr Warnock – The seat in Hinton Martell has collapsed due to being rotten and removed.  A donation to replace the seat was being taken forward.

· The contractor is now likely to commence in the Spring to start the fountain refurbishment.
Cllr Mitchell – raised that any fingerpost refurbishments booked and remained outstanding, were subject to a revised quote from the contractors as prices have risen due material issues.

Cllr Read – advised that next year’s Witchampton gardens in bloom would be held 11 and 12 June.
· Work had started on works to the church tower.

Meeting closed 21.02pm
PART 2
21.075 GOVERNANCE ARRANGEMENTS

Members considered and approved suggested boundary changes between Wards to rationalise the historic position using main roads and foot paths wherever possible.  These were to be sent to Dorset Council before the end of the month.

Signed  


Date 23 November 2021 
Chairman
VALE of ALLEN PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of Parish Council Annual Meeting held 20 October 2021 

