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	              VALE OF ALLEN PARISH COUNCIL

	 MINUTES


of the PARISH COUNCIL MEETING, held at Gussage All Saints village hall on Tuesday 24 August 2021 at 7:30pm
	Present:
Chairman - Cllr S Tong 
Cllr S Bushell, Cllr K Mitchell, Cllr S Hanstead, Cllr S Warnock, Cllr J Campbell, Cllr J Van Etten, Cllr D Burford-May, Dorset Cllr P Brown
I Hanstead, Parish Clerk.


21.034 RECORDING, PHOTOGRAPHY, SOCIAL MEDIA

No applications.
21.035 APOLOGIES 

Received from Cllrs T Read, T Collie, C Bailey, Dorset Cllr R Cook.
21.036 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA

None received.  

21.037 REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS TO PARTICIPATE IN A MEETING

There were no Requests for Dispensations to report.

21.038 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

No public present.
21.039 MINUTES

Members unanimously approved the minutes of Wednesday 27 July 2021 Parish Council Annual Meeting (pages 5 - 12).
21.040 DORSET COUNCILLORS REPORT
Cllr Brown provided a summary of issues from Dorset Council:
· Artificial Intelligence (Al) is being used in adult social care.  Sensors being installed in homes to pick up movement etc, to pre-identify if someone’s health is changing, to better support a person in their home rather than hospital.

· Armed Services Charter Award winner.

· Electoral role issued for completion – completion encouraged.

· B3087 – works are being consulted on for road closures during several evenings in October. 
A question was asked about Dorset Council’s response to the Afghan refugees.  Cllr Brown said that there was full support to assist, and the council was working on the best way to support and request funding.
Cllr Cook provided a written report:

· A survey is underway to review the Blue Badge policy
· Details provided of fly tipping (referred to in discussion later in the meeting).

21.041 FINANCIAL MATTERS
a) Bank Reconciliation – members noted the cash book and bank statement up to 3 July reconcile.
b)  Company Credit Card – members agreed for the Parish Clerk to obtain a company debit card (not a credit card) for specific uses.  The Financial Regulations to be updated accordingly and brought to a future meeting.

c) Payments – members approved payment of:

	
	Details
	Description
	Total (£)

	1
	Salaries
	Aug
	616.34

	2
	Expenses
	Qtr 2
	141.80

	3
	Hillmeadow Services
	Burial ground (23/07) 
	60.00

	4
	Hillmeadow Services
	Burial ground (13/08)
	60.00

	5
	DAPTC
	Members’ training
	50.00


Proposed: Cllr Mitchell, Seconded: Cllr Van Etten, unanimously approved.
Over £100 payments since last meeting were noted:

	Details
	Description
	Amount (£)

	Salaries
	July
	616.34

	Hillmeadow Services
	Burial ground
	160.00

	GAS PCC
	Church Clock
	200.00


Payments received since last meeting were noted:

	Details
	Amount (£)

	Burial F8
	171.00

	Burial E1-5
	372.00

	Burial E1-4
	372.00

	Manswood parking
	30.00


 21.042 PLANNING CONSULTATION 
Members noted the comments they had already made observations on prior to the meeting as Dorset Council’s deadlines do not tie in with Parish Council meetings:
	Address
	Proposal
	Comment

	3/21/0932 – Uppington Lodge, Hinton Martell*
	Application to Vary Condition 2 of approved P/A 3/20/0932/FUL (Form new access for Lichens, demolish existing dwelling and erect replacement dwelling with associated garaging and landscape. Sub-division of the plot and creation of new boundary with Lichens) to allow the applicant to construct the dwelling for themselves and add a mezzanine floor within the volume of approved design. A number of minor fenestration changes are proposed to relate to the revised internal plan.
	Support

Information clarified on the mezzanine floor arrangements

	3/21/0925 – Briarlea, Hinton Martell*
	Front and side extension with loft conversion with a rear balcony.   
	Comment

FOR INFORMATION 
A planning notice dated 4th August was put on the property only last Thursday.

We believe there has been an error on the Application form as it clearly states in Section 6 that there are no trees on the boundary between Briarlea and Windy Ridge which could fall. 

Will any trees or hedges be removed or pruned on order to carry out the proposal – already several trees have been removed and hedging also removed.

Part of the retaining wall on both sides, to the drive, have also been removed.

Further clarity is required regarding the siting of the extension and its positioning to the boundary wall and the dimensions checked if the existing hedge is to be retained.

The rear balcony is out of keeping with the nearby properties and will cause overlooking to the neighbours.

The positioning of the oil tank in Windy Ridge, whilst within the guidelines, could be exposed if the hedge is removed, and where would any heating source be positioned at Briarlea?

The roof windows/veluxes should have restrictors on opening and blinds to protect against light pollution in an AONB

	3/21/1452 – Magdalene Cottage, Hinton Martell*
	T1 Yew: Reduce in height by 3m.

T2 Horse Chestnut: Crown lift canopy to 4m above ground level, Crown thin by 20%. T3 Leyland Cypress: Fell.
	Support

Good tree management

	3/21/0943 – Sunny Patch, Witchampton*
	Demolish existing building, erect a 3-bedroom bungalow and garage. Add a chimney to new exposed gable end of Mill End Cottage.
	Support

The new design is less conventional but reflects much of the local architecture.


b) Planning Administration

i) Specialist Committee - Members discussed whether to create a Planning Committee with full delegation, with one member from each Ward and a chairman to deal with all planning applications.  A proposal was agreed in principle (5 in favour, 1 against, 2 abstaining).  However, there were a few concerns raised.  It was agreed that members should email the Clerk with concerns, ways forwards, questions, to allow a fuller discussion at their next meeting.


ii) Terms of Reference – not discussed in full due to the issues in (i) above, although concern about giving the Clerk delegated authority to respond direct in a limited number of instances. 
21.043 PRIVACY
a) Privacy - the subject of privacy on email and social media was discussed by members, and a need for individuals to consider their public profile.  Members acknowledged they already had a Social Media policy agreed in January 2020.  The Clerk advised that Government were considering all parish and town councils adopt email and websites ending in ‘.gov.uk’.  Whilst some members had work-based email addresses they had set up, there was no consistency in the parish council.  The Clerk had obtain some costs for switching to ‘.gov.uk’, and members agreed that this was beneficial, but to tie the expense in with the next precept request.  Further details were requested and to be presented to a future meeting.
b) ID Badges – although previously agreed for etched badges, a badge with a photo was considered preferable.  Further information on badges was requested.
21.044 FLY TIPPING

Although only one reported incident since last meeting, it was acknowledged that Dorset Council had removed the items quickly.

Cllr Cook provided statistics for Ferndown depot which included Vale of Allen’s area.  Questions were asked about what artificial intelligence was being used in tracking and linking crimes? what was the follow up rate? A further drill down would be useful.
21.045 VERGES

Due to weather conditions, junctions’ visibility was being obscured, although once reported online to Dorset Council, the areas were cut back.
21.046 DORSET COUNCIL COMMUNITY GOVERNANCE

· Witchampton has thoughts to change boundaries to marry up with roads

· Hinton Martell to discuss with Holt the issue of Gaunts Common.
These areas were a potential topic for the next agenda.

21.047 MATTERS OF INFORMATION

Cllr Bushell – advised members of the Glorious Gussage Gathering to celebrate the ending of the pandemic and explaining the scarecrows dotted around the villages.
Meeting closed 21.36pm
Signed  


Date 21 September 2021 
Chairman
VALE of ALLEN PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of Parish Council Annual Meeting held 24 August 2021 

