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	              VALE OF ALLEN PARISH COUNCIL

	 MINUTES


of the PARISH COUNCIL MEETING, held at Gussage St Michael village hall on Wednesday 28 July 2021 at 7:30pm
	Present:
Chairman - Cllr S Tong 
Cllr S Bushell, Cllr K Mitchell, Cllr S Hanstead, Cllr S Warnock, Cllr T Collie, Cllr T Read, Dorset Cllr P Brown
I Hanstead, Parish Clerk.


21.016 RECORDING, PHOTOGRAPHY, SOCIAL MEDIA

No applications.
21.017 APOLOGIES 

Received from Cllrs J Campbell, J Van Etten, D Burford-May, Dorset Cllr R Cook.
21.018 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA

None received.  

21.019 REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS TO PARTICIPATE IN A MEETING

There were no Requests for Dispensations to report.

21.020 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

No public present.
21.021 MINUTES

Members unanimously approved the minutes of Tuesday 4 May 2021 Parish Council Annual Meeting (pages 1 – 4).
21.022 DORSET COUNCILLORS REPORT
Cllr Brown provided a summary of issues from Dorset Council:
·  will be planting 2 trees for every one felled
· providing free PPE to unpaid carers, extended until March 2022.  A great debt to unpaid carers in Dorset

· 8,000 homes not meeting fast and reliable superfast internet.  Dorset Council pressuring Government for ultrafast by 2025

· Agri/Tech worth £108m.  A new hub being set up in Dorset
· Details of all vaccination centres on the web site for walk-in access

· Campaign starting, covering domestic abuse

· Promoting ‘Love Dorset’ to treat the county and livestock with respect especially with the influx of tourists

Cllr Cook provided a written report:

· The Local Plan first draft received 60,000 comments from 7,000 sources

· Council offices open again but retaining all Covid safety measure for the time being.  Staff working from home will continue with some local office presence.  Informal council meetings being maintained.

· Wimborne Market – a McCarthy Stone retirement village planning application incorporation over 100 homes was refused

· B3087 works – an ecological survey to be undertaken followed by vegetation clearance.  Legal agreement with owner being finalised.  Provisional date October (source Highways dept consultation notice).
21.023 VERGES (brought forward on agenda)
A member raised problems with some rural lanes in villages being ‘not fit for purpose’.  A home video clip was shown of a combine harvester struggling up Pound Hill, Witchampton.

Cllr Brown suggested a meeting with Highways (September meeting) to discuss any issues members had e.g. white lines, pot holes, signage etc.

Dorset Council had responded quickly to website requests to cut back tall grass at junctions by main roads.
21.024 PLANNING CONSULTATION (brought forward on agenda)
Members noted the comments they had already made observations on prior to the meeting as Dorset Council’s deadlines do not tie in with Parish Council meetings:
	Address
	Proposal
	Comment

	3/21/0542 – Northfield House, Moor Crichel 
	Ancillary outbuilding
	Support  
The property is secluded, and the building will not be visible from any public space.

 On the tree root issue, we note the tree consultant is not concerned about the infringement on the RPA, given the favourable ground conditions around the tree.

	3/20/2219/HOU & 3/20/2210/LB
	Elm Tree Cottage, Gussage All Saints
	Object

On the basis that the drawings and the supporting documents seem to contradict each other in respect of the wall, we object to this application. We would want to see the wall remain in situation and application is not clear on this matter.
We do not know if it is a like-for-like replacement for the wall, nor if it is a prominent feature of the main house and therefore protected. It is a very visible feature, and it adjoins the house border.

We’re concerned that applications to remove walls can slip through as a part-retrospective and then subsequent amendment.

In our view this substantially changes the original application and is lacking in sufficient detail around the wall.

For clarity, we are okay with the detail of the fence panel being removed and replaced with the hedge. 
UPDATE

Support

Wall issue resolved via new plans on website.  Wall not being removed or demolished.

	3/21/1179 – Old Manor Farm House, Hinton Martell
	T1 Silver Birch: Fell.
	Support

Good tree management

	3/21/1216 – All Saints Church, Gussage All Saints 


	T1 Lawson Cypress: Fell.

T2 Lawson Cypress: Fell.
	Support

Good tree management

Removes potential trip hazard

	3/21/0367 – Broadview, Hinton Martell
	Demolition of the rear section of the Garage and conversion of the roof void over the remaining section to a First-Floor bedroom. 
	Support

* Good improvement to property

* Consideration needed to the use of suitable materials (to match existing if possible)

	3/21/1221 – Post Cottage, Gussage All Saints
	G1 x4 Lawson Cypress: Reduce by 3 meters.

T1 Ash: Fell.

T2 Dead Cherry: Fell.
	Support

Good tree management

	3/21/0865 – 3 Primrose Hill, Witchampton
	Two storey rear extension and single storey side and rear extensions.
	Support

However, we would like to raise the following observations - this is a semi-detached property, but the planning portal says there have been no neighbours consulted. The other semi had previously had a planning application refused as it was felt by the Conservation Officer (despite the building not being listed) that the proposed application was not suitable, a subsequent application was agreed. This application does not appear to have been referred to the Conservation Officer. We feel there is a lack of consistency in the way planning deal with applications.

	3/21/0961 – Loverley Farm, Moor Crichel
	Change of Use and Conversion of a Redundant Agricultural Building to 2 No. Class C3 Dwelling houses, Erection of Car Ports and Associated Landscaping 
	Support

Good use of a redundant agricultural building to provide two new family homes

	3/21/0963 – 5 Burts Cottages, Holt
	Single story rear extension
	Support

Appears to be a non-impacting improvement furthering the use and enjoyment of their property.

Note – this is not within but near the Vale of Allen PC boundary

	3/21/0960 – Old Farm House, Hinton Martell
	two storey gable extension and ground floor single storey extension.
	Support

It will improve the layout of the property

Presume application subject to the bat survey report.


	3/21/0727 & 0724 – Crichel House, Moor Crichel
	Repair of existing boundary structures and walls to former walled garden. Construction of new pool house and ancillary spaces with formation of new terrace, paths, and gate.
	Support

Looks to be a good improvement to the existing buildings increasing both their amenity and usage potential.

	
	
	

	3/21/0692 – Minterne, Hinton Martell


	Erection of a single storey side and rear extension.
	Support

Even though it is quite big, it will improve the living areas.


The following applications were discussed and comments to be forwarded to Dorset Council:
	3/21/0606 – New Farmhouse, Gussage St Michael
	Erect a 50m boundary wall 1.2 m in from boundary line. 
	Object

· Wall not in keeping with local vernacular

· Distance from wall to road insufficient for mature hedgerow

· No significant change from last application (January ’21)

· Height excessive

· 0.2 meters from wall to road comes from highway – wall has not moved
· Original planning application 10 years ago stated hedgerow to be retained

· Application not materially different

Note – this planning application is in Gussage St Michael NOT Gussage All Saints as stated in application

Proposed Cllr Mitchell, seconded Cllr Hanstead, agreed unanimously

	3/21/0667 - Land West of New Manor Farm Emley Lane Hinton Martell
	Erection of 2no. dwellings with associated parking.
	Support
· Reasonable use of land

· Highways Dept to comment on visibility splays onto main Hinton Martell road

Proposed Cllr Collie, seconded Cllr Warnock, agreed unanimously

	3/21/0689 – North Farm, Gussage All Saints
	Remove existing lean-to, convert existing brick barn to residential use, erect car port and associated landscaping.
	Support
· Bat survey out of date (2016)

· Owl survey required

· Good use of a derelict building

Note – outside village envelope as EDDC Local Plan

Note - this planning application is in Gussage St Michael NOT Gussage All Saints as stated in the referral

Proposed Cllr Mitchell, seconded Cllr Hanstead, agreed unanimously

	3/21/0789 – Manor Farm, Gussage St Michael
	Erect a prefabricated timber constructed farm office.
	Support
· Blends in well, shielded by mature tree hedge

· Non-visual impact

· Staff working in same building

Proposed Cllr Hanstead, seconded Cllr Mitchell, agreed unanimously


The following application to be discussed by email prior to next meeting:

	3/21/0932 – Uppington Lodge, Hinton Martell
	Application to Vary Condition 2 of approved P/A 3/20/0932/FUL (Form new access for Lichens, demolish existing dwelling and erect replacement dwelling with associated garaging and landscape. Sub-division of the plot and creation of new boundary with Lichens) to allow the applicant to construct the dwelling for themselves and add a mezzanine floor within the volume of approved design. A number of minor fenestration changes are proposed to relate to the revised internal plan.
	Deadline before meeting but further information sought.  Time extension awarded by Dorset Council.  To be discussed between meetings.


b) HINTON MARTELL AND WITCHAMPTON HOUSING NEEDS SURVEY
It was agreed to contact Dorset Council to establish their willingness to collate the feedback.  The Clerk to resend the draft documents.
21.025 FINANCIAL MATTERS

a) Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2020/21 – noted
b) VAT refund – noted

c) Bank reconciliation – noted

d) Quarter 1 financial position – noted.  Request to bring lines on the Witchampton burial ground showing expenditure and income close together

e) Payments - members approved the invoices for payment:
	Details
	Description
	  £:p

	Salaries
	July
	616.34

	CT Mee
	Manswood seat
	13.00

	CT Mee
	R&BT seat 
	13.00

	Hillmeadow Services
	Burial ground 
	160.00

	GAS PCC
	Church clock 
	200.00


Proposed Cllr Read, seconded Cllr Bushell, unanimously agreed.

The payments over £100 from last month were noted:
	Details
	Description
	  £:p

	Salaries
	May
	616.34

	Member allowances
	Annual payment x 15
	645.83

	Gussage Accounting Services
	Internal audit
	270.00

	Salaries
	June
	616.14

	CT Mee
	Parish noticeboard treatment x 4
	102.00

	HMRC
	PAYE
	462.20

	DAPTC
	Annual membership
	557.36

	Moore Barlow solicitors
	Legal fees for village hall
	900.00


And noted income received since last meeting:

	Details
	Amount (£)

	Precept (1st half)
	9,785.50   

	Memorial stone
	143.00

	Memorial stone
	£211.00

	VAT
	£876.52

	Interment of ashes
	£211.00


21.026 REPRESENTATIVE and OFFICERS 2021 ONWARDS
Vacancies to be filled by:
· Noticeboards – Cllrs Collie and Read

· Trees – Cllrs Warnock, Read and Hanstead

· Fingerposts – Cllrs Warnock and Collie

· Village hall – Cllr Burford-May

· Footpaths – Cllr Collie

· Burial ground – Cllr Burford-May

21.027 MEMBER RECRUITMENT COMMITTEE 
Members agreed the Terms of Reference.  Composition was dependent upon where a vacancy was and should consist of either the Chairman or Vice Chairman, Ward member, two other available members (from different villages).
21.028 POLICY – APPOINTING CHAIRMAN and VICE CHAIRMAN
The policy was unanimously agreed.

21.029 POLICY - CODE OF CONDUCT
Members unanimously approved the adoption of the nation code.
21.030 POLICY – COMPLAINTS AGAINST COUNCILLORS
Members noted Dorset Council’s policy which dovetails the national Code of Conduct.
21.031 FLY TIPPING

Although there had been recent reported incidents (Hinton x 1, Gussage All Saints x 4, Gussage St Michael x 1), Dorset Council had removed the items quickly.

Cllr Cook to be asked to provide a statistical update on fly tipping.

21.032 DORSET COUNCIL COMMUNITY GOVERNANCE

· Witchampton has thoughts to change boundaries to marry up with roads

· Hinton Martell to discuss with Holt the issue of Gaunts Common.
21.033 MATTERS OF INFORMATION

· Cllr Hanstead advised the village hall was arranging a Spud ‘n’ Spout 27 August – a London Fire Fighter
· Cllr Read said that a group of 30 volunteers undertook a clean up of the church yard and burial ground the previous Saturday.

· Cllr Read promoted the Witchampton village fete on 31 July

· Cllr Warnock updated the council on the fountain refurbishment starting in September

· Cllr Warnock advised that the village noticeboard was going to be refurbished.
Meeting closed 21.55pm
Signed  


Date 24 August 2021 
Chairman
VALE of ALLEN PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of Parish Council Annual Meeting held 28 July 2021 

