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	              VALE OF ALLEN PARISH COUNCIL

	 MINUTES


of the PARISH COUNCIL MEETING, held by video conferencing on Wednesday 21 April 2021 at 7:30pm
	Present:
Cllr J Campbell - Chairman
Cllr S Tong, Cllr K Mitchell, Cllr S Hanstead, Cllr C Bailey, Cllr S Warnock, Cllr T Collie, Cllr D Burford-May, Cllr T Read
I Hanstead, Parish Clerk and Dorset Council Councillors R Cook, P Brown.


19.214 RECORDING, PHOTOGRAPHY, SOCIAL MEDIA

No applications.
19.215 APOLOGIES 

Received from Cllrs J Van Etten, S Bushell, D White.
19.216 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA

Cllr Warnock declared family member involvement in the burial ground extension.  

19.217 REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS TO PARTICIPATE IN A MEETING

There were no Requests for Dispensations to report.

19.218 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

No public present.
19.219 MINUTES

Members approved the minutes of Tuesday 9 March 2021 Parish Council Meeting (pages 1431 – 1434).
19.220 DORSET COUNCILLORS REPORT
Cllr Brown summarised key points:

· Road maintenance budget increased by £6.3m

· 99% of school applications received their first or second preferred options.

· Verge campaign in Dorset – looking after verges, taking litter home etc.

· Dorset receiving government money from £5bn fund to expand broadband into rural communities.

· Dorset Council setting up a ‘heritage asset list’ so that sites can be protected under planning policy.

Cllr Cook added:

· Covid19 update in local area.

· Wimborne household recycle centre to expand, to be relocated.  Another site yet to be identified, but budget for this available

· Disposable BBQs – looking to ban within Dorset area.  Awareness campaign to commence, then council looking to introduce byelaw.

· Virtual meetings – to cease 7 May with meetings to start again (subject to any government roadmap changes) 21 June.

· St Mary’s school – decision to be made by cabinet on 29 April.  Lots of support for SEN and disability school use. provided a summary of the key items affecting Dorset Council.  
Cllr Cook was asked about progress on the road works on the B3078 at Stanbridge where the road collapsed.  There were issues with access to the private land and solicitors were involved.  Regular updates were to be provided each meeting to update the parish council.

19.221 FINANCIAL MATTERS

a) Reconciliation – Members noted that the bank statement of 10 April reconciled with the cash book.

b) Burial fees – members reviewed the comparative information from other Dorset sites and agreed to leave the fees as they were for 2021.

c) Quarter 4 Financial position – members noted the year end position.

d) Annual Governance and Accountability Return – members noted that the preliminary work had been completed and mindful of last year’s external auditor’s comments.  The internal auditor was reviewing the accounts, essential checks and risks.  It was hoped that the completed AGAR would be available for 4 May meeting to consider.
 e) Payments – members approved the invoices for payment:
	Details
	Description
	  £:p

	Salaries
	April
	616.34

	Expenses
	Qtr 4
	175.09

	DAPTC
	Planning course (TC)
	39.00

	CT Mee
	Hinton seat treatment
	45.00

	CT Mee
	Manswood seat treat & cut
	48.00

	CT Mee
	R&BT seat grass
	13.00

	CT Mee
	Burial ground grass
	40.00

	Bournemouth Water
	Hinton fountain water rates
	58.98

	Mark Gracey GDPR
	Annual website fees
	384.00

	Steve Wathen
	Hinton annual maintenance
	65.00

	Steve Wathen
	Hinton fountain materials
	48.79

	Rev Suzie Allen
	Electric for Hinton fountain
	52.88


And noted the payments over £100 from last month:
	Details
	Description
	  £:p

	Salaries
	March
	649.99   

	HMRC
	PAYE/NI (qtr4)
	498.27


And noted income received since last meeting:

	Details
	Amount (£)

	Memorial stone
	143.00   


f) Contractor Insurance - members noted a copy of CT Mee’s current insurance cover has been received. 
g) Burial Ground Extension – members noted the present position and would be willing to pay reasonable fees of a local Dorset solicitor.  The parish council’s solicitor had advised on the likely costs that might be expected.

19.222 PLANNING CONSULTATION

Some cases listed were commented on prior to the meeting to enable a majority member response within the Dorset Council deadline.
	Address
	Proposal
	Comment

	3/20/2210 & 3/20/2219 Elm Tree Cottage, Gussage All Saints
	Erect border fence and install entry gate with post (part retrospective)
	Support*

The fence has already been erected and we cannot see any procedural reason to object to this.  The gate is being replaced within its existing location and retains its status of being set back from the road (5 meters as per the plans). With the dimensions and style, it is in keeping with the main house.  A wall rests at the end of the fence set back slightly from the road. This wall should be encouraged to remain at a low height, with no obstructions to maximise safety and visibility when driving vehicles out of the applicant and neighbours' driveways.

	3/21/0304 – Pound Farm, Hinton Martell
	Convert existing outbuilding into self-contained dwelling
	Support*

- sensible use of an outbuilding

- there should be a condition added that the new dwelling should not be sold as a separate entity and annexed from the main house, under a separate title.  This would, if allowed as a separate dwelling, set a precedent which would not necessarily be good for the village.

	3/21/0103 – Beech Copse Nursery, Witchampton
	Revised application - Erection of building for storage and welfare facilities
	Support*

in line with previous application comments.

Point of consideration - prefer to see the application rejigged with more temporary bathroom and canteen facilities until at least the economic viability of the enterprise is demonstrated. Also, perhaps that some conditionality should apply to the removal of the structures if there were to be a change of use of the land.

	3/21/0710 – Uppington Lodge, Hinton Martell
	Increase height of the dwelling house from 5.1 metres to 7.8 metres by adding an additional storey 
	Object

Concerns about:

· Size of footprint

· Volume of building inappropriate

Planning application in 2017 not carried out in line with planning permission.


· Note: Decision agreed by email (as per Standing Orders) as deadline was between parish council meetings

19.223 DORSET COUNCIL COMMUNITY GOVERNANCE REVIEW
Members discussed the draft details issued by DAPTC.  The parish size seemed right but minor adjustments of the boundary both on the edge and within the parish would be considered.  Maps of the boundaries would be useful.  These could be found on Google / Dorset Explorer.com.

19.224 FLY TIPPING 
Members noted no further incidents.

19.225 VERGES

Members had already heard details of Dorset Council’s verge campaign.  A question was raised if the signage could be extended into Witchampton.  It was suggested to apply to the Community Highways Officer via a website request.

A litter-pick day was going ahead in Witchampton for 1 May.  Posters and leaflets had been distributed.  Dorset Council was supporting this initiative and supplying insurance, PPE etc.

Costs were still awaited from Dorset Council for the provision and emptying of waste bins.

19.226 MATTERS OF INFORMATION
i) Cllr Campbell – advised that at the Annual Councilmeeting (4 May – 24 May meeting brought forward) a new chairman and vice chairman will be appointed, as he was stepping down from his role.

                           - Crichel Ward Annual meeting was being arranged by video conferencing before 7 May.

ii) Cllr Mitchell – advised Gussage St Michael Ward Annual meeting was set for 19 May in the village hall car park.

iii) Clerk – advised members of Hinton, Witchampton and Gussage All Saints Wards that a date for their Annual meetings needed to be set as soon as possible.

Meeting closed 9:29pm
Signed  S Tong


Date 4 May 2021 
Chairman
VALE of ALLEN PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of Parish Council Meeting held 21 April 2021 

